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Apology 

 
Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet apologizes to the members of a class action lawsuit brought 
against the RWB and former teacher and photographer Bruce Monk. 
 
Monk was a faculty member at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School and taught students from 1987 
to 2015. During this period, Monk also took intimate photographs of some female students and 
dancers in private settings both on and off School grounds.  Monk posted and sold some of these 
photos online. Monk’s conduct was brought to light several years ago thanks to the courage of 
former students.  As soon as we learned of the investigation into Monk’s conduct, he was 
suspended, and his employment was terminated shortly thereafter.  
 
We acknowledge that these photography sessions were traumatizing for many students. As an 
internationally recognized centre for dance education, we were and are responsible for providing 
a safe and supportive environment for the training, housing, nurturing, and mentoring of these 
former students. The Royal Winnipeg Ballet is deeply sorry and regrets that the class members, all 
of whom were talented and vulnerable young people, were not protected as they should have 
been.  
 
Since 2015, the RWB has made significant changes to the way we operate.  
 
We established a School Crisis Management Team and restructured the School Advisory 
Committee.  We also developed a Child Protection Policy and Procedures Manual with input from 
the Canadian Centre for Child Protection. This manual is reviewed and updated on a regular basis.  
 
These new policies – which include rigorous guidelines specific to photography and videography 
sessions – are communicated broadly and repeatedly to all members of the RWB community. We 
also conduct regular staff and dancer training on the policies, with a special emphasis on protecting 
the physical and psychological well-being of everyone in the organization. For those interested, a 
complete set of the policies can be found here: https://www.rwb.org/news/category/rwb-policy-
and-procedures/ 
 
We continue to improve communication and to better empower and support our students to give 
voice to their questions and concerns. Efforts on this front include restructuring student 
orientations and expanding our student care program. This is an ongoing initiative, and we 
continue to look for new ways to support the health and wellbeing of our students.  
 
We are grateful to the former students for bringing about important changes and for their 
commitment to protecting future generations of dancers.  
 
Once again, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet will continue to do everything we can to prevent abuse of 
any kind and to act quickly and decisively in difficult situations. We are committed to 
demonstrating leadership through action within the arts community in Winnipeg, in Manitoba, and 
in Canada, and we will be vigilant in our efforts to prevent future abuses of trust and to foster a 
safe and healthy environment for all our students.  
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