
Arnold Spohr, C.C., O.M 
 
Dr. Arnold Spohr C.C., OM, was born in Rhein, Saskatchewan in 1923. He fell in love 
with dance after seeing a performance of Les Ballets Russes de Monte Carlo in 
Winnipeg in 1942. Mr. Spohr began his career as a dancer in 1944 at the Winnipeg 
Ballet, where he was later promoted to Principal Dancer. 
 
Mr. Spohr received acclaim for his performances at the Canadian Ballet Festivals. He 
was part of the Company when it received its Royal designation in 1953. During Mr. 
Spohr's career as a dancer, more than 20 new roles were created for him.  
 
After serving as Interim Artistic Director of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet after Benjamin 
Harkarvy’s sudden departure, he became the Artistic Director in 1958. He held this 
position for 30 years, making him one of the longest-serving Artistic Directors in 
Canadian Cultural history.  
 
Mr. Spohr undertook the reorganization of the Company with energy, leadership, and 
dedication. He developed the RWB from a small, regional troupe to a world-renowned 
company. He was instrumental in helping to launch several prestigious dance careers.  
 
Mr. Spohr's commitment to the training of dancers led him to establish a professional 
training programme at the RWB School. Mr. Spohr guided dancers such as Evelyn Hart 
and David Peregrine through award-winning performances and brought international 
dancers to Winnipeg. This calibre of talent enabled the RWB Company to successfully 
stage an increasing number of evening-length classic ballets.  
 
Mr. Spohr was integral in developing the style of Company by commissioning works 
from emerging and established choreographers and creating a distinctive repertoire of 
contemporary and classical ballets, skillfully blending programmes of short ballets to 
show off the dancers and appeal to audience tastes.  He toured the Company to major 
cultural centres in Canada and around the world, including London, Moscow, and New 
York.  Under his leadership, the RWB became noted for its accessibility, exuberance, 
and willingness to appear in small communities, on stages large and small.  He 
choreographed several works, including the well-received Ballet Premier (1950), but his 
true genius lay in his management skills and his ability to cultivate young talent.  
 
In addition to his tenure at the RWB, Mr. Spohr was the Director of the dance division at 
The Banff Centre from 1967 to 1983.  
 
Mr. Spohr's outstanding artistic and personal achievements have garnered him the 
highest awards and distinctions, including the Order of Canada (1970), elevated to 
Companion in 2004, the Order of Manitoba (2000), the Molson Prize (1970), the 
Centennial Medal (1967), the Governor General's Performing Arts Award (1988), the 
Diplome d'honneur of the Canadian Conference of the Arts (1983), the Royal Bank 
Award for Canadian Achievement (1987),  and three honorary doctorate degrees as 
well as many other high honours.  



 
In 1988, Mr. Spohr retired from his position at the RWB and was honoured with the title 
of Artistic Director Emeritus. Mr. Spohr died on April 12, 2010 in Winnipeg at the age of 
86. 
  



 


