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A Special Message
from Sophia Lee

Dear cherished audience members of the RWB,

A er nearly fieen years of being a Winnipegger and ten 
being a Company dancer of the RWB, it is hard to believe 
this is my very first me wring to you - our respected and 
adored audience. It is with great difficulty and emoons that 
I am announcing today of my leaving the ballet world.

IIt is aer several agonizing months that I’ve arrived at my 
decision to leave behind my career as a ballet dancer. There 
are many factors that have contributed to my decision, but 
ulmately it was heavily dependent on COVID-19 making 
our future very uncertain in the performing arts industry. 
I know that countless arsts are inevitably faced with the 
same reality. My heart goes out to you and please know 
ththat you are not alone. I leave you my strength, power, 
hope and determinaon.  

The Royal Winnipeg Ballet will forever be a warm, loving 
home for me. From the boom of my heart, thank you to 
all all of the incredible individuals that make up the RWB 
organizaon. Thank you to the arsc staff, my teachers, 
mentors, colleagues, crew members, all of the incredible 
musicians I got to share the stage with over the years and 
last but not least, Mom, Dad, and my brother Andrew. 
Purely because of all of your collecve support I was able 
to completely fulfill my dreams as a dancer. 

AAlthough it saddens me profoundly to have to say my 
goodbyes this way, I am grateful for the opportunies to 
look back at the beauful memories and experiences I’ve 
had in my past 15 years at the RWB. I am, and was always, 
deeply touched by your love and connued support. I will 
be forever grateful to each and every one of you.

IIf I may make a humble request, I would like to ask you to 
please consider making a donaon to the young aspiring 
students of the RWB under your name. It is crucial for 
young dancers to be supported financially through training 
so the journey towards their beauful dreams can connue. 
I can assure you right now that your decision to graciously 
support the young dreamers will most certainly go a long 
wway, eventually assisng the RWB Company in flourishing 
further with astounding dancers. Thank you very much for 
your connued love. Please know that YOU make us who 
we are and you allow us to fly and sparkle on stage.

Thank you. I wish you and your loved ones much health and 
happiness. Please know that I will miss performing for you. 

All of my love and appreciaon,

SSophia


